
Man not guilty of shaking his son 

By ANDY KRAVETZ (akravetz@pjstar.com)  
of the Journal Star  
Posted Apr 07, 2010 @ 06:49 PM 
PEORIA —  

Jurors took about 30 minutes Wednesday to find a Chillicothe man not guilty of shaking his
then-5-month-old son so violently that he suffered symptoms of shaken baby syndrome. 

Ronnie E. Wilson, 33, whose last known address was 227 E. Elm St., had faced up to 30 years in 
prison if he had been convicted of aggravated battery to a child. Wilson, who has been in the 
Peoria County Jail since December 2008, likely will be released Wednesday or Thursday, said 
his attorney, Christopher McCall. 

During the two-day trial, both sides said no one really knew what happened on Nov. 28, 2008.
Wilson was alone with the infant at the time prosecutors allege he violently shook the child. 

Wilson, who did not testify, had denied that to police. He said he had put a bottle in the child's
mouth, put the child on the couch and walked off. He told police he came back and found the
child on the floor and unresponsive. 

McCall pounded home that theme to jurors, saying his client was concerned enough to insist the 
child go to the hospital, even though an officer who responded to the scene felt it wasn't an
emergency. The attorney also said Wilson stayed with his son while he was in the pediatric
intensive care unit, a sign he was concerned only for the child, not himself. 

But prosecutor David Gast pointed to testimony from medical staffers who said the child's
injuries - a damaged liver and injuries consistent with being violently shaken - could not have 
been caused by the chain of events that Wilson described. 

 Andy Kravetz can be reached at 686-3283 or akravetz@pjstar.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chillicothe man charged with injuring baby 

Journal Star  
Posted Dec 05, 2008 @ 10:35 PM 
PEORIA —  

A Chillicothe man faces up to 30 years in prison for allegedly shaking a 5-month-old baby and 
causing several injuries. 

Ronnie E. Wilson, 32, 227 E. Elm St., appeared in Peoria County Circuit Court and was charged
with aggravated battery to a child. Peoria County Judge Glenn Collier ordered him held on 
$200,000 bond pending a Jan. 2 preliminary hearing. 

Assistant State's Attorney Steve Pattelli told Collier that police were summoned to an area 
hospital Nov. 28 where doctors found he had a damaged liver, and injuries consistent with being
violently shaken. 

Police interviewed Wilson, who was the baby's sole caretaker at the time, as the child's mother 
was out of the house. Wilson told police he had put a bottle in the child's mouth, put the child on
the couch and walked off. Later, he told police he came back and found the child on the floor and
unresponsive, Pattelli said in open court. 

Medical staff members told police the child's injuries could not have been caused by the chain of
events that Wilson described, but Wilson denied hurting the child, Pattelli said. 
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Trial begins for trio accused of murder - Victim slain July 15 at Harrison Homes
ANDY KRAVETZ  
PEORIA - A trio of defense attorneys told a Peoria County jury on Tuesday that their clients had
nothing to do with a fatal shooting this summer at the Harrison Homes. 
Rather, attorneys for Breon A. Davis, 20, of 1504 W. Smith St.; Deandrew M. Jackson, 20, of
2736 S. Trewyn Ave., Apt. 147, and John E. Bell, 19, of 2819 W. Fremont St., say their clients 
were either not in the area or not involved whatsoever. 
"He was hugging the love of his life, not the handle of a gun," said Christopher McCall, Bell's
attorney. 
Davis' attorney Robert Gaubas urged jurors to keep an open mind and noted that police found no
weapons. 
However, prosecutors see it differently, and say the three men were all responsible for Taurus
Baugh's death on July 15. Assistant State's Attorney Deborah Shelby noted in her opening 
statement that Baugh was having a dispute with a woman when gunfire broke out. 
Cars were riddled by bullets, another person was shot but not fatally and police found a dozen
shell casings, Shelby said. 
"The defendants all acted together when they fired on Taurus Baugh, and they should all be held 
legally accountable," she said in open court. 
Baugh was shot once in the chest as he exited an apartment at 2719 W. Trewyn Ave., about 2:30 
a.m. July 15. Baugh of Peoria was put into a sport-utility vehicle and taken away before police 
arrived. He died at the hospital. 
The trial, which is expected to last through the week and possibly into next week, has featured
tightened security on the courthouse's second floor. An additional screening point was set up 
with officers checking bags and requiring people to sign in before entering the courtroom. 
While there has been little in the way of problems by audience members, one of the defense
attorneys, Larry Smith of Chicago, was nearly called in contempt of court after he said Circuit 
Judge Scott Shore was "somewhat biased" toward the prosecution. 
The attorney, who was arguing a motion during a pretrial conference Monday, was in the midst
of being rebuked by Shore for inappropriate behavior in the courtroom. After a brief recess, 
cooler heads prevailed and there were no problems on Tuesday. 
All three face at least 45 years in prison if convicted because a handgun was used to kill Baugh. 
State law requires that 25 years be added onto the 20- to 60-year range when a handgun is used. 
Andy Kravetz can be reached at 686-3283 or akravetz@pjstar.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sparland man gets five years for molesting girls 

Posted Mar 16, 2010 @ 10:29 PM 
LACON —  

A Sparland man was sentenced Tuesday to five years in prison for sexually molesting three girls
younger than 12. 

Mark A. Hankins, 42, pleaded guilty in January to three counts of aggravated criminal sexual 
abuse. He admitted having sexual conduct with girls ages 7, 9 and 11, separately and on different
occasions during a period of about 18 months. 

Under a partially negotiated guilty plea entered at that time, Hankins had faced a maximum of 
seven years at his sentencing hearing. That agreement included dismissal of the more serious
charge of predatory criminal sexual assault of a child, which would have meant at least six and
up to 30 years in prison. 

Tuesday's hearing revealed that Marshall County State's Attorney Paul Bauer and defense 
attorney Christopher McCall had made an agreement on the five-year term, along with court 
costs of $423. Hankins also will get credit for 152 days in the county jail, and also will be
eligible for day-for-day credit that will cut his prison time in half. 

Hankins was arrested after a brother of the youngest victim witnessed him molesting her last
October, Bauer said previously. His conduct with the other girls had occurred in the summers of
2008 and 2009. 

Copyright 2010 pjstar.com. Some rights reserved  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ex-police officer takes Alford plea - Plea means Peorian maintains innocence but sentenced 
for solicitation  
ANDY KRAVETZ  
PEORIA - A former Peoria police officer entered an Alford plea Friday on charges he tried to
pick up an undercover agent posing as a prostitute. 
Henry Cherry, 33, of 2205 N. Northcrest Drive entered his plea in Peoria County Circuit Court to 
the misdemeanor charge of solicitation of a sex act. The plea means he maintains his innocence
but admits there was enough evidence to rise above the level of reasonable doubt. 
His attorney, Christopher McCall of Peoria, said his client thought this was the proper move. 
"Because of the way the statute is written, even if he was merely engaging in conversations about
sex for money, without being serious, then it is still enough to be convicted," the attorney said. 
Under the plea agreement, Cherry will spend one year on court supervision, which will then
result in a dismissal of the case if he doesn't get into the trouble. He also must pay a $600 fine
plus court costs. 
An additional felony charge of unlawful use of a weapon was dismissed months ago. 
Authorities had alleged that on Oct. 4, 2007, Cherry, who resigned from the department in July 
2005 after an investigation uncovered he was friends with a known drug dealer, solicited sex
from an undercover female police officer posing as a prostitute on Northeast Madison Avenue. 
During his arrest, Cherry was cooperative and told police he was in possession of a gun, an
unloaded .32-caliber automatic handgun in his car's unlocked glove box, according to police 
reports. Gun magazines and a live bullet were found in a black bag behind the front seat. 
Illinois gun law states in order to possess or carry a handgun, it has to be broken down in a
nonfunctioning state and not immediately accessible. The apparent violation appears to stem 
from the fact that Cherry's glove box was unlocked. 
Andy Kravetz can be reached at 686-3283 or akravetz@pjstar.com. 
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Judge: Sentences not to blame for crime - Mayor criticized gun ruling as too lenient
ANDY KRAVETZ  
PEORIA - Peoria County Chief Judge John Barra says it's too simplistic to blame the judicial 
system for the rise in the county's crime rate. 
Barra, a former state's attorney, said he believes all parties - police, prosecutors, defense 
attorneys and judges - are working hard to do what is 
right for the community. 
"When I started in the State's Attorney's Office in 1974 and when I left the State's Attorney's
Office, crime was going up. We are hearing the same concerns 30 years later," he said. 
The increase in violent crime has the full attention of Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis, who blasted the
sentencing of 16-year-old Anthony Parker, saying it was "outrageous" to give the teen probation
for admittedly shooting a gun from a car at another car he thought was full of gang members. 
"I would argue that probation is not adequate punishment for driving through a city and firing a
gun out of a car," Ardis said. "The State's Attorney recommended six years, and that's where I
would have started. 
"I don't now anyone that would argue that was a weak sentence. A lot of these criminals are not
being punished the first time, the second time and in some cases, the third time. That is what is
leading them for having a lack of respect for following our laws and turning them into habitual 
criminals." 
The judge in question, Peoria County Circuit Judge Scott Shore, declined to comment, saying he 
was bound by ethical rules handed down by the Illinois Supreme Court that forbid him from
commenting on cases. He also declined to comment on his reasons for sentencing, citing those
rules. 
Those rules, Barra said, make judges "an easy target," and noted that statistics belie the notion
that Peoria County's courts are too lenient. 
In 1999, 269 people were sent to prison from Peoria County. By 2004, that number jumped to 
433. Felony cases are on track to reach a record rate. All that shows the judge that people are
doing their jobs. 
"(People) don't see the hundreds of cases where a person is sent to the penitentiary. It's always
the one case where something goes wrong, and then it's easy to blame," Barra said. 
Peoria County State's Attorney Kevin Lyons said the judges in Peoria don't have or deserve a 
reputation for allowing a "revolving door" for criminals. 
"In fact, Peoria prison sentences are greater and longer than most Illinois counties, both in
juvenile and adult courts," he said. 
He also defended Shore's performance on the bench, noting judges must evaluate cases one at a
time, and not be "spotlighted and generalized" for one sentence alone. 
"This is the same judge that gave the maximum 26 year sentence to a carjacking Peoria rapist
just two months ago and sentenced Curtis Thompson (who killed a sheriff's deputy and two 
others in Stark County four years ago) to death, so I know he is a judge who can sometimes pull 
the trigger," the county's top prosecutor said. 
Lyons, like Ardis, disagrees with the sentence, and noted his office moved the case from juvenile
court to adult court because it was a serious offense. 
Parker of 2825 W. Fremont St. was sentenced Friday to four years of probation after pleading
guilty to aggravated discharge of a firearm. His plea agreement capped his potential prison term
at six years rather than the 15 years allowed under state law. 
Prosecutors sought the six-year cap, but Shore opted for probation, saying he believed Parker
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Parties reach agreement on controversial tavern - Owner has 13 days to put Ladies Lounge 
II up for sale  
ANDY KRAVETZ  
PEORIA - The owner of a controversial Bellevue tavern and village officials hammered out an 
agreement Monday, just before a judge was to hold a hearing on whether to ban business
permanently at the Harmon Highway address. 
Under the agreement, owner Katie Williams can operate a restaurant and has agreed to put the 
property up for sale by Feb. 20. In return, the village of Bellevue will not ask Chief Peoria
County Circuit Judge John Barra to declare Ladies Lounge II a nuisance and shutter it for good. 
The two sides appeared in court Monday afternoon and informed Barra of the deal. Rather than a 
lengthy hearing, the matter took about a minute. 
Essentially, the agreement means the bar, the site of a handful of recent shootings and a murder
last November, is gone. 
"It was a win-win situation for both parties, especially for Katie, considering if the temporary 
restraining order was entered, she would not be able to run any business over there. She would
probably lose the way she makes any kind of money," said her attorney, Christopher McCall. 
The attorney also noted the agreement allows Williams the chance to continue to make a living 
while she tries to sell the property. 
Williams can only operate the eatery from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m., when all patrons must be off the
property. 
"That means they not only have to be out of the restaurant but off the property and out of the
parking lot by 9 p.m.," said Gregory Hunziker, an attorney for the village. 
Williams can have only three employees open or close the business, and there can be no liquor 
on the premises, the agreement states. There are two apartments above the bar now, and those
will be allowed to continue to be used for residential purposes, the agreement states. 
Any other use of the property must be first approved by the village. 
The village sought to have the bar, 3611 W. Harman Highway, declared a public nuisance
following the wave of violence. In December, the village revoked the bar's liquor license in
hopes it would quell the troublesome tavern. However, another nonfatal shooting occurred there 
Jan. 28. 
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Police, fire and courts  
Peorian pleads guilty to role in drug ring 
 

PEORIA - A Peoria man linked to a multistate cocaine and methamphetamine ring pleaded 
guilty Thursday to conspiracy charges.  
Richard Breeding, 60, of 301 W. Maywood Ave., admitted in U.S. District Court that he 
began to buy and sell drugs from ringleader Kevin G. Hutchings, 47, of Texas in 2001. The 
following year, according to his plea agreement, he and another man brought back cocaine 
from Arkansas to distribute within central Illinois.  
Breeding remains free on bond pending his sentencing May 4 by U.S. District Judge 
Michael Mihm.  
In all, seven people were charged as a result of Operation Trail Boss, a joint effort between 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency and the U.S. Attorney's Office.  
At least three have pleaded guilty and await sentencing. Hutchings was sentenced to life in 
prison earlier this year. Charges against one man, Michael Harris, 54, were dropped, and 
Michael Cole, 49, of East Peoria remains set for a Jan. 29 trial.  
Federal prosecutors have alleged the group moved at least 50 pounds of cocaine and several 
pounds of meth from 2001 until 2003. The drugs came from Houston, Dallas and California, 
prosecutors have said.  
 
 
 

 


